


From:
To: TCCS FreedomOfInformation
Subject: car parks Cooleman Court , existing & proposed
Date: Tuesday, 3 March 2020 11:11:25 AM

1. Please provide all documentation relating to any survey completed on Cooleman Court
Car park to draw the conclusion that further parking spaces are required.

2. Documentation ( emails etc.) between Transport Canberra and City Services (
Infrastructure Delivery) and the Minister for Transport's office.

Look forward to your early reply

Thanks & regards



From:
To: TCCS FreedomOfInformation
Subject: Proposed car park extension Cooleman Court Weston ACT 2611
Date: Wednesday, 11 March 2020 10:10:22 AM

REQUEST UNDER F.O.I.

Please provide copies of documentation relating to expenditure to date on the proposed car
park including----------
1. Surveyors
2. Consulting engineers
3. Signage and any other misc. expenditure.

Thank you & regards



     

 

GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  |  phone: (02) 620 72987   |  www.act.gov.au 

 
 

 
 
Dear   
 
Freedom of information request: Reference 20‐017 and 20‐020 
 
I refer to your applications made under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 
(the FOI Act) received on 3 March 2020 and 11 March 2020 respectively, in which you 
sought access to: 
 

Application 1 – FOI 20‐017 

 all documentation relating to any survey completed on Cooleman Court 
car park; and 

 documentation (emails etc) between Transport Canberra City Services 
(Infrastructure Delivery) and the Minister for Transport’s office. 

 
Application 2 – FOI 20‐20 
Documentation relating to expenditure to date on the proposed car park, 
including: 

 Surveyors  

 Consulting engineers 

 Signage and any other misc. expenditure.  
 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director‐General under section 18 of 
the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act.   
 
I thank you for your patience in the processing of your applications and for agreeing 
to an extension of 8 May 2020.   
 
Decision on access 
 
Application 1  
 
A search for application 1 has been completed and 14 documents (114 pages) have 
been identified that fall within the scope of your request.  I have included a schedule 
of the documents at Attachment A.   
 
I have decided to: 

 grant partial access to 2 documents; and  

 grant full access to 12 documents.   
 

My  decision is detailed further in the following statement of reasons. 
 



Statement of Reasons 
In reaching my  decision, I have taken the following into account: 
The FOI Act, with particular attention to Schedule 2. 
 
Factors favouring disclosure (Schedule 2.1) 

• Section 2.1 (a)(iii) – inform the community of the government’s 
operations, including the policies, guidelines and codes of conduct 
followed by the government in its dealings with members of the 
community; 

• Section 2.1 (a)(i) ‐ promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance 
the government’s accountability;  

• Section 2.1 (a)(iv) ‐ ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public 
funds; and 

• Section 2.1 (a)(viii) reveal the reason for a government decision and any 
background or contextual information that informed the decision. 

 
Factors favouring non‐disclosure (Schedule 2.2)  

• Section 2.2 (a)(ii) – prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to 
privacy or any other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

 
As an Information Officer, I must decide where, on balance, public interest lies.  As 
part of this process I must consider factors favouring disclosure and non‐disclosure.   
 
I consider that it is in the public interest to release most of this information.  
 
The information contained within the documents provide transparency of 
government decisions in relation to the project and provide insight into the processes 
followed to consult the community about the proposed carpark upgrade.  I have also 
placed weight on the FOI Act, which favours disclosure of information unless it is 
found to be contrary to the public interest. 
 
You will note that some of the documents were created following receipt of your FOI 
application.  I have included these documents as the information reveals decisions 
made following consultation sessions with relevant stakeholders.  I have also 
included additional documents that were referenced in the brief at document 
reference number 8.  These documents include the Weston Group Centre Master 
Plan and the media release relating to the new design for carpark and more 
pedestrian improvements in Weston Creek.    
 
Documents referenced at number 14 are final ministerial responses.  I have also 
included these ministerial responses as each one is prepared with input from the 
Directorate and could be considered within scope to your request. 
 
The factors I considered relevant in relation to favouring non‐disclosure is where 
information might prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy.  I have 





If you wish to request a review of my decision, you may write to the Ombudsman at: 
The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA  ACT  2601 
 
Via email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.au 

 
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an 
Ombudsman review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman 
decision. 
 
Further information may be obtained from ACAT at: 
  ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
  Level 4, 1 Moore Street 
   GPO Box 370 
  CANBERRA CITY  ACT  2601 
  Telephone: (02) 6207 1740 
  www.acat.act.gov.au 
 
If you have any questions concerning the directorate’s processing of your request, or 
would like further information, please contact the directorate’s FOI Coordinator on 
6205 5408 or email tccs.foi@act.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Childs  
Information Officer 
 
          May 2020 





3 8-10 Brief – Options analysis for 
Cooleman Court Carpark 
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Ride Carpark Estimates  

9 August 2019 Partial access Information Privacy Act 2014 
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Prejudice the Protection of an 
Individual’s Right to Privacy 
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publishing 

5 16-17 Map of area  Undated  Full access  Approved for 
publishing 

6 18 -19 Advisory Note  

Subject – Pedestrian Study in 
Cooleman Court  

29 October 2019 Full access  Approved for 
publishing 

7 20-21 Email  

Subject – Urgent update on 
Coleman Court Carpark 

2 December 2019 Full access   Approved for 
publishing 

8 22-25 Brief – 2020/3640 

Subject – Cooleman Court 
Carpark upgrade options  

25 March 2020 Full access  Approved for 
publishing 

9 26 Attachment A to document 7  

Option A – 108 car parking 
spaces  

19 February 2020 Full access    Approved for 
publishing 





Parkinson Street

R5-22/1 MC R5-15/2 R5-2 R5-3 R5-4/16 R5-23/3 No Res R5-16/1 R5-22/1 No Res

8 5 13 104 32 48 8 3 4 4 43

9:00 2 1 13 84 8 24 2 1 1 0 23

10:00 3 1 12 102 16 40 3 2 0 0 26

11:00 8 1 13 104 32 48 1 3 0 0 30

12:00 8 2 13 103 31 48 3 3 0 0 28

13:00 8 1 13 102 31 48 2 3 1 0 29

14:00 7 1 13 102 32 47 0 3 0 0 29

15:00 6 1 13 93 21 38 1 1 0 0 24

16:00 5 4 13 96 32 48 2 2 0 0 21

17:00 4 1 13 100 32 45 3 0 0 0 13

18:00 5 0 13 99 25 41 3 1 0 0 7

9:00 6 4 0 20 24 24 6 2 3 4 20

10:00 5 4 1 2 16 8 5 1 4 4 17

11:00 0 4 0 0 0 0 7 0 4 4 13

12:00 0 3 0 1 1 0 5 0 4 4 15

13:00 0 4 0 2 1 0 6 0 3 4 14

14:00 1 4 0 2 0 1 8 0 4 4 14

15:00 2 4 0 11 11 10 7 2 4 4 19

16:00 3 1 0 8 0 0 6 1 4 4 22

17:00 4 4 0 4 0 3 5 3 4 4 30

18:00 3 5 0 5 7 7 5 2 4 4 36

Number of Vehicles

TI18004

Weston parking count

Thursday, 20 September 2018

Fine

CG

Project Number:

Project Name:

Date:

Weather:

Observer:

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Parking Restriction

Whitney Place Weston Creek Uniting Church

Number Parking Spaces

1 of 6

1



Mahony Court (west)

R5-22/51 No Res R5-1 No Res R5-22/1 R5-15 R5-2/2 R5-23/3 No Res

12 117 7 29 2 6 73 2 18

9:00 2 66 6 28 0 2 36 1 15

10:00 4 84 4 28 2 5 46 1 17

11:00 5 95 6 28 1 4 72 0 16

12:00 7 109 7 28 2 6 71 0 16

13:00 10 110 6 28 2 3 68 1 16

14:00 9 110 6 27 1 6 67 0 16

15:00 8 88 6 28 1 3 56 0 16

16:00 7 86 4 28 2 5 56 1 13

17:00 5 74 4 27 0 4 58 0 9

18:00 2 65 5 23 2 5 60 0 18

9:00 10 51 1 1 2 4 37 1 3

10:00 8 33 3 1 0 1 27 1 1

11:00 7 22 1 1 1 2 1 2 2

12:00 5 8 0 1 0 0 2 2 2

13:00 2 7 1 1 0 3 5 1 2

14:00 3 7 1 2 1 0 6 2 2

15:00 4 29 1 1 1 3 17 2 2

16:00 5 31 3 1 0 1 17 1 5

17:00 7 43 3 2 2 2 15 2 9

18:00 10 52 2 6 0 1 13 2 0

Number of Vehicles

Project Number: TI18004

Project Name: Weston parking count

Date: Thursday, 20 September 2018

Weather: Fine

Observer: CG

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Parking Restriction

Commons CourtLiardet Street Trenerry Street

Number Parking Spaces

2 of 6

2



Dillon Cl

R5-23/3 R5-1/2 R5-1/1 R5-22/1 R5-15/2 R5-2/2 R5-2 R5-23/3 No Res

5 5 12 13 5 52 212 6 52

9:00 4 3 8 11 5 38 115 5 30

10:00 3 4 8 8 5 46 147 6 36

11:00 2 5 8 11 4 52 192 4 32

12:00 2 3 9 10 5 51 189 5 31

13:00 2 3 9 12 4 50 169 5 27

14:00 2 3 8 8 5 45 153 4 32

15:00 1 4 10 7 4 36 131 4 16

16:00 0 4 8 8 5 50 160 4 19

17:00 4 4 8 6 4 48 141 2 19

18:00 4 4 8 2 5 50 167 4 13

9:00 1 2 4 2 0 14 97 1 22

10:00 2 1 4 5 0 6 65 0 16

11:00 3 0 4 2 1 0 20 2 20

12:00 3 2 3 3 0 1 23 1 21

13:00 3 2 3 1 1 2 43 1 25

14:00 3 2 4 5 0 7 59 2 20

15:00 4 1 2 6 1 16 81 2 36

16:00 5 1 4 5 0 2 52 2 33

17:00 1 1 4 7 1 4 71 4 33

18:00 1 1 4 11 0 2 45 2 39

Observer: CG

Project Name: Weston parking count

Date: Thursday, 20 September 2018

Weather: Fine

Number Parking Spaces

Number of Vehicles

Project Number: TI18004

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Mahony Court (east)

Parking Restriction

Brierly Street

3 of 6

3



Parkinson Street

R5-22/1 MC R5-15/2 R5-2 R5-3 R5-4/16 R5-23/3 No Res R5-16/1 R5-22/1 No Res

8 5 13 104 32 48 8 3 4 4 43

9:00 6 0 13 98 22 46 3 3 0 0 8

10:00 6 0 12 88 24 42 4 3 0 0 18

11:00 7 1 13 102 31 48 6 3 0 0 20

12:00 7 1 12 99 28 41 4 0 0 0 22

13:00 7 1 13 103 32 48 5 3 0 0 19

14:00 5 1 13 88 26 38 6 1 0 0 19

15:00 5 2 13 102 24 47 5 3 0 0 12

16:00 4 1 13 100 24 45 6 3 0 0 11

9:00 2 5 0 6 10 2 5 0 4 4 35

10:00 2 5 1 16 8 6 4 0 4 4 25

11:00 1 4 0 2 1 0 2 0 4 4 23

12:00 1 4 1 5 4 7 4 3 4 4 21

13:00 1 4 0 1 0 0 3 0 4 4 24

14:00 3 4 0 16 6 10 2 2 4 4 24

15:00 3 3 0 2 8 1 3 0 4 4 31

16:00 4 4 0 4 8 3 2 0 4 4 32

Number of Vehicles

TI18004

Weston parking count

Saturday, 22 September 2018

Fine

CG

Project Number:

Project Name:

Date:

Weather:

Observer:

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Whitney Place Weston Creek Uniting Church

Parking Restriction

Number Parking Spaces

4 of 6

4



Mahony Court (west)

R5-22/51 No Res R5-1 No Res R5-22/1 R5-15 R5-2/2 R5-23/3 No Res

12 117 7 29 2 6 73 2 18

9:00 3 45 6 27 2 4 44 2 18

10:00 4 45 7 28 2 5 73 2 16

11:00 3 50 7 29 0 5 65 2 16

12:00 2 56 6 27 2 5 61 2 12

13:00 1 53 6 26 2 2 59 2 15

14:00 2 54 4 21 2 5 62 2 9

15:00 1 36 3 14 0 2 55 2 6

16:00 1 40 5 14 0 1 30 0 3

9:00 9 72 1 2 0 2 29 0 0

10:00 8 72 0 1 0 1 0 0 2

11:00 9 67 0 0 2 1 8 0 2

12:00 10 61 1 2 0 1 12 0 6

13:00 11 64 1 3 0 4 14 0 3

14:00 10 63 3 8 0 1 11 0 9

15:00 11 81 4 15 2 4 18 0 12

16:00 11 77 2 15 2 5 43 2 15

Number Parking Space

Project Number: TI18004

Project Name: Weston parking count

Date: Saturday, 22 September 2018

Weather: Fine

Observer: CG

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Liardet Street Commons Court Trenerry Street

Number Parking Space

Number Parking Space

5 of 6

5



Dillon Cl

R5-23/3 R5-1/2 R5-1/1 R5-22/1 R5-15/2 R5-2/2 R5-2 R5-23/3 No Res

5 5 12 13 5 52 212 6 52

9:00 4 4 9 12 5 46 170 4 23

10:00 2 3 9 9 4 52 171 4 24

11:00 2 3 10 10 5 50 166 6 37

12:00 3 3 10 10 5 49 143 4 24

13:00 3 3 9 7 5 51 166 5 48

14:00 3 4 9 5 4 46 145 3 51

15:00 2 2 9 6 5 42 146 3 46

16:00 3 2 9 10 4 40 155 4 27

9:00 1 1 3 1 0 6 42 2 29

10:00 3 2 3 4 1 0 41 2 28

11:00 3 2 2 3 0 2 46 0 15

12:00 2 2 2 3 0 3 69 2 28

13:00 2 2 3 6 0 1 46 1 4

14:00 2 1 3 8 1 6 67 3 1

15:00 3 3 3 7 0 10 66 3 6

16:00 2 3 3 3 1 12 57 2 25

Observer: CG

Project Name: Weston parking count

Date: Saturday, 22 September 2018

Weather: Fine

Number Parking Space

Number Parking Space

Project Number: TI18004

Number of Available Parking Spaces

Brierly Street Mahony Court (east)

Number Parking Space

6 of 6

6
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MINISTERIAL BRIEF 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Tracking No.: S2020/3640 1 

Transport Canberra and City Services 

UNCLASSIFIED  

To: Minister for Roads and Active Travel Tracking No.: S2020/3640

Date: 19/03/2020 

From: Executive Branch Manager, Infrastructure Delivery 

Through Director-General, Transport Canberra and City Services 

Deputy Director-General, City Services 

Executive Group Manager, Infrastructure Delivery and Waste 

Subject: Cooleman Court carpark upgrade options 

Critical Date: 23/03/2020 

Critical Reason: Approval of preferred Temporary Carpark Option – Cooleman Court 

Recommendations 

That you: 

1. Note the information contained in this brief; and

Noted / Please Discuss 

2. consider and approve the preferred option.

Agreed / Not Agreed / Please Discuss 

Chris Steel  MLA ………………… .. ... . …...................    /.…./.  

Minister’s Office Feedback 

22



UNCLASSIFIED 

 UNCLASSIFIED 
Tracking No.: S2020/3640 2 

 
Background 

1. This project involves the proposed construction of a temporary carpark at Cooleman 
Court (Block 2, Section 75, Weston). 

2. This project is in response to a car parking shortage in the area pending the 
development of a commercial shopping precinct in Molonglo.  

3. The provision of the proposed temporary carpark at Cooleman Court addresses the 
recommendation of the Weston Group Centre Master Plan for the provision of 
additional parking in and around the Cooleman Court Shopping precinct.  

4. Three options were initially proposed and further investigated by an independent 
design consultant.  

5. Assessment of the surrounding land use resulted in a proposal for a temporary 
carpark to accommodate carparking until such time that the Molonglo Centre is 
completed. 

6. A map of Option A was initially presented to external stakeholders and community 
members on 26 February 2020.  A copy of this option is provided at Attachment A. 
The scope for Option A included: 

a. Approximately 108 car parking spaces and the provision of two driveways 
(one to Brierly Street and one to Watling Place); and  

a. installation of a pedestrian crossing to Parkinson Street. 

7. A number of concerns were raised from this public information session on Option A 
regarding security, lighting, pedestrian access, removal of mature trees and amenity. 
A copy of the meeting minutes if provided at Attachment B.  

8. Following the information session, a revised option was developed which addressed 
key concerns raised by stakeholders (Refer Attachment C – Option B). It is considered 
to be the preferred option to progress and includes:  

a. approximately 65 car parking spaces with a single driveway access to Brierly 
Street; 

b. retention of the existing pedestrian footpath from Hindmarsh Drive to 
Parkinson Street; 

c. retention of mature trees to portion of the site adjacent to Watling Place; 

d. provision of a zebra crossing to Parkinson Street; and 

e. investigation (and subsequent provision) of a wombat crossing to Liardet 
Street and additional lighting to Namatjira Drive. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

 UNCLASSIFIED 
Tracking No.: S2020/3640 3 

 

9. Option B will be staged as follows;  

1) A Development Application (DA) for the temporary Carpark to be lodged and 
construction commenced upon approval of the DA;  

2) undertake design development for the proposed wombat crossing to Liardet 
Street and construct will commence once the design has been completed;  

3) investigate the construction of additional streetlighting along Namatjira Drive 
(near the existing underpass). 

Issues 

10. The site is on a gradient and both options will require a cut of approximately 0.500 – 
1.00m and the possible provision of a retaining wall. 

11. Finalisation of the preferred option and updating of the design is likely to impact on 
the original delivery plan and completion date of June 2020. 

12. A DA will be required for either of the above noted options. 

Financial Implications 

13. Funding of $1.22m has been provided to implement these works. 

14. Costing estimates for both options will be provided in the coming weeks. 

Consultation 

Cross Directorate 
15. TCCS has consulted with EPSDD and Infrastructure Delivery Partner Group (IDPG) 

Comments received from these agencies have been considered. 

External 
16. TCCS has undertaken an information session with residents, Cooleman Court 

Shopping Centre, Weston Creek Community Council and other businesses in the area 
on 26 February 2020, prior to the submission of the final design and application for 
DA.  

17. TCCS has also completed a letter drop to all surrounding residents and businesses. 

Work Health and Safety 

18. TCCS has identified the potential disruption to road users during the transition and 
included required control measures to address these risks, including: 

a. circulating communications to inform community stakeholders before 
construction work is undertaken; and 
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 UNCLASSIFIED 
Tracking No.: S2020/3640 4 

b. ensuring a thorough assessment of the Temporary Traffic Management (TTM) 
plan for the expected volume of through traffic. 

Benefits/Sensitivities 

19. Option B provides a significantly reduced number of car parking spaces than Option 
A, but will address a number of concerns raised by the residents on Watling Place 
including amenity, traffic to Watling Place and the removal of mature trees etc. 

20. Both Options A and B are consistent with the Weston Group Centre Master Plan 
(December 2014).  

Communications, media and engagement implications 

21. TCCS will engage with the Weston Creek Community Council (WCCC), local residents 
and Cooleman Court Shopping Centre Management (Mirvac) following the 
completion of Preliminary Sketch Plans once the final option for implementation is 
approved.   

22. A second stakeholder session will be held once the option to progress is approved, 
prior to submitting the DA.   

23. A letter drop was completed 24 February 2020 informing residents and local 
businesses (where appropriate) of Option A. 

24. A media release will be organised once the option for implementation is approved 
and prior to the start of construction works.  

 

Action Officer: Jeremy Smith Phone: 62072738 

 

Attachments 

Attachment Title 
Attachment A  Option A – 108 Car parking Spaces                                                                          
Attachment B Cooleman Court Carpark Consultation Meeting Minutes 
Attachment C Option B – Approximately 65 Car parking Spaces 
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MEETING MINUTES 

 

  Page 1 of 4 

Project: More Shopping Centre Car Parks – Cooleman Court 
Venue: On site - Block 2, Section 75 - Weston (cnr Parkinson Street and Watling 

Place) 

Time: 10.30 am – 11.30 am Date: 26 February 2020 
 

Attendees 

Carl Dias  CD  Director – Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) 

Melynda Kensey  MK  Project Officer – TCCS 

Haytham Alaiek HA  Project Officer - Infrastructure Delivery Partners Group 

  MG  RD Gossip  

  RD  RD Gossip  

 TA Weston Creek Community Council,  

 ID MIRVAC Centre Manager, Cooleman Court Shops 

 NS Resident,  

   

   

 

Item Notes Action 

Introduction  The community consultation was opened by MK with a brief 
description of the project. MK advised that TCCS were holding 
the session to inform the public of the proposed works. 

 Copies of the proposed plan of the car park were handed out to 
those attending. 

 

Path Access  Concerns were raised over the safety of the path crossing 
through the car park, with residents stating that it is heavily used 
by children and the elderly. 

 There was a question asked regarding the path priority and 
whether it should be marked as a pedestrian crossing or raised. 
MG stated that both of these options would be required to be 
marked as a zebra crossing which would require flood lighting 
as per Australian Standards. 

 

Direct impact 
on Residents 

 Concerns were raised regarding access to the rear of 8 Watling 
Place properties by delivery/ removalist and transporting 
gardening material/equipment. This is side of 8 Watling Place 
that backs onto the block of the proposed car park.  

 Concerns were raised regarding antisocial behaviour in the car 
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MEETING MINUTES 

 

  Page 2 of 4 

Item Notes Action 

park and how it would be managed. It was stated by the 
residents that they have issues currently from the surrounding 
streets. 

 Concern was raised by the residents over the proximity of the 
proposed temporary car park to the dwellings. It was advised 
that some residents were asthma suffers (one resident advised 
that she was a severe sufferer).  

 It was requested by the residents to shift the proposed car park 
further from the dwellings. 

Car Park  The use of a permanent material such as asphalt was 
questioned by the residents – MG advised that the material 
selected was based on the time of year for the construction and 
ongoing maintenance of a ‘chip’ sealed surface. The impact of 
an unsealed surface to the previously declared asthma suffers 
was also mentioned.  

 MK advised that the use of the parking restrictions for the car 
park has not been allocated. 

 Lighting was discussed. MG advised that currently the use of 
closely spaced low wattage luminaries to limit the spill into the 
dwellings rather than taller brighter floodlights at the corners of 
the carpark was being considered. 

 The residents were concerned with the lighting associated with 
the car park as bedrooms are located on the side adjacent to 
the proposed car park and that the additional lighting may affect 
their sleep. 

 The question was raised regarding the rehabilitation of the 
temporary car park and whether funding has been made 
available as part this project. 

 The question was raised if security cameras are to be installed– 
MK advised no cameras were proposed and security would be 
via passive surveillance design. 

 The question was raised if the carpark is to be flattened – MG 
advised that the area would be ‘flattened’ by cutting into at the 
southern end of the carpark and filling at the southern end. The 
approx. cuts and fills will be approx. 0.5-1.0 m. 

 

Parking and 
Traffic 

 The question was asked if a parking survey had been 
undertaken to determine the need for the carpark– MK advised 
that a previous parking survey was undertaken and reports of 
illegal parking were received by the ACT Government. This 
contributed to the decision to increase car park spaces and in 
particular due to the growing demand from Molonglo. MK 
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MEETING MINUTES 

 

  Page 3 of 4 

Item Notes Action 

advised residents to contact TCCS for further information if 
required. 

 The residents advised that there is vacant parking available 
around the area and that directional signage to the other 
carparks around the shops is required and could assist the 
parking problem. 

 Residents expressed concern regarding the traffic impact 
associated with the car park – RD advised that no analysis has 
been undertaken, however, referenced the analysis undertaken 
for the work undertaken to the Cooleman Court car park 
(northern side of Parkinson Street), stating that the analysis 
indicated that it was Level of Service A before and after the 
work was undertaken, with Watling Place likely to have the 
same Level of Service. It was expressed that Level of Service A 
was considered the best performing rating. The new driveway 
will reduce the number of parallel parking spaces on Watling Pl 
– MG advised that parking spaces (approx. 7) would be 
removed adjacent to the driveway and to the intersection of 
Parkinson St.  

 TA asked that a traffic study be made to take into account the 
issues that may arise with the in and out access points at the 
Brierly Street roundabout, together with the impact on the 
Watling Place/ Parkinson Street intersection, as well as the 
pedestrian crossing on Parkinson Street and the movement and 
stopping of buses on Parkinson Street. 

Planting/ 
Removal of 
trees 

 Concern was raised over the removal of the mature trees to the 
proposed site and why they had to be removed for a temporary 
car park. 

 It was advised that trees will be planted in the remaining open 
space block. MK advised that planting of new trees within the 
community facilities area of the block were not considered part 
of the temporary car park proposal due to the temporary nature 
and because the block may be developed in the future. 

 The planting around the car park was discussed. MK stated that 
the type of planting will generally consider asthma sufferers. MG 
stated that the planting will be low to account for passive 
surveillance. 

 

Development 
Application 

 The question was raised over the land use and how it can be 
allocated for parking. MK advised that the site is zoned as 
Community Facilities and is not suitable for a permanent 
carpark and that is why the carpark proposed is temporary. 

 A resident requested the ACT planning Regulations and zoning 
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for the site. MK advised she would try to provide the 
information. 

 The length of the temporary lease was discussed – MK stated 
that it is initially a 3 year lease, with a reassessment near the 3 
year expiry as the timing of the development of the Molonglo 
Town Centre is currently unknown. 

 The question was raised as to when the DA will be lodged and 
how long it would take, with reference to the length of time it 
took for the expansion of Cooleman Court. 

Construction  Concerns over the impact of construction damage were raised 
by the residents. MG stated that the Watling St verge adjacent 
to the unit development could be fenced off with man proof 
fencing to prevent damage to landscape areas. 

 

Ministerial  The residents advised they have written to the Minister several 
times. They consider the response they received generic and 
that they consider that their concerns have not been addressed. 

 Residents had requested a meeting with the Minister on a 
number of occasions and this had not been granted. 

 TA will try to arrange a meeting with the Minister. 

 

Consultation  It was agreed that MK would circulate information to NS 
(resident representative) and NS would distribute 
correspondence to internal unitholders. 

 NS will advise the contact at ACT Strata so that correspondence 
can also be sent to them for distribution. 
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XX March 2020 

New design for carpark and more pedestrian 
improvements in Weston Creek

Designs for the temporary car park near Cooleman Court have been revised following feedback 
from the local community. Minister for City Services, Chris Steel, today released details of the final 
designs and announced the next steps for the project. 

“Weston Creek residents and business have been calling on the Government to provide additional 
parking at Cooleman Court and the Government is committed to provide better access to parking 
near the shops and health services,” said Minister Steel. 

The Government has been consulting with the community on draft designs. Feedback included 
concerns about retaining trees and grassy space, the need to retain the existing footpath from 
Stirling, increased traffic on Watling Place, as well as the proximity of the car parks to nearby 
residences. 

“We have listened to the community and we are reducing the size of the car park to 65 spaces, 
which has enabled us to remove the second entry on Watling Place in the design, as well as retaining 
most of the trees, and providing greater distance between nearby residences.” 

During the development some a key messages from the community and stakeholders was to  
provide safer and easier access to the services in the centre, and other car parks, by improving major 
intersections, footpaths and cycle lanes in the centre, and access more frequent bus services and 
more long-term and short-term car parking. 

“To provide better pedestrian access around Cooleman Court the Government is proposing to build 
a new crossing on Liardet St in addition to a crossing on Parkinson Street, and we will investigate 
lighting improvements around the underpass under Namatjira Drive. 

“These improvements will see better pedestrian access to Weston Indoor Sports and the Meating 
Room as well as the Dillon Close car park near the Weston Creek Tennis Centre. 
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The pedestrian improvements also implement key features of the Weston Group Centre. 

Key features of the revised car park designs include: 

• a temporary sealed car park with 65 parking spaces 

• a single entry/exit point to the car park at the Brierly Street roundabout 

• a new pedestrian crossing on Parkinson Street providing safe access from the new car park 
to the Cooleman Court Shopping Centre 

• a new pedestrian crossing on Liardet Street providing safe access from the Mahony Court car 
park to the sports centre and the Meating Room 

• retain the existing footpath through the site linking Hindmarsh Drive and Parkinson Street 

• retain 15 trees on site, including several adjacent to Watling Place, and remove four to be 
offset with the planting of 11 additional trees 

• additional planting and landscaping, including timber bollards along the perimeter and 125 
Westringia shrubs 

• investigate additional street lighting at the underpass on Namatjira Drive. 

The car park is temporary. It will be removed once the site is released for community facilities 
development or when the increased car capacity is no longer required. 

The 2014 Master Plan noted that larger surface car parks are under pressure at peak times and that 
‘there will be an increased demand for car parking and public transport during the transitional 
period while Molonglo Valley residents use the Weston group centre.’ The high car park use at 
Cooleman Court was again confirmed in a 2019 parking study. 

“Cooleman Court has always been a busy centre, and that’s why the Government is delivering more 
car parking and better pedestrian access to existing car parks and local services for the Weston 
Creek and Molonglo community,” Minister Steel said. 

The ACT Government will soon submit a development application (DA) for the project. During the DA 
process the community will have an opportunity to provide feedback on the new design. 

For more information on this project, visit www.cityservices.act.gov.au or contact Access Canberra 
on 13 22 81. 
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Statement ends   

Media contact/s: 
Anton Gallacher      T (02) 6205 3795    M 0422 574 108    anton.gallacher@act.gov.au 
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