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Wombat review
This grant is to undertake a review of bare-nosed wombat (Vombatus ursinus) policy, legislation, 
status, processes for decision-making (governance), issues and current activities and programs 
within the ACT. The review will be conducted by the following specified personnel: 
Issues include, but are not limited to, human-wombat conflict, damage impacts to the environment 
(e.g., erosion), disease and population management, resourcing of programs, quality or relevance 
of monitoring data, stakeholder attitudes, compliance and regulation and the impacts of urban 
development on bare-nosed wombat populations.
The review should include some comparison to policies and activities undertaken by other 
jurisdictions, and a literature review into guidelines for best practice management. The review must 
also include recommendations to address identified issues, such as knowledge gaps, policy gaps, 
resources needed, governance reforms / approaches or stakeholder consultation.
The outcomes of the review would be captured in a succinct word document, and as part of a path 
forward, clearly articulate what needs to be considered if a strategy for wombat management in the 
ACT were to be developed.

Stakeholders
Wombat rescue and ACT wildlife-
Licencing and compliance-

Topics bought up by stakeholders
Abundance status - ie overabundant, declining etc-
e need to identify how wombats can/should be managed legally if causing damage to 
bldgs/exacerbating erosion etc.

-

Farm safety as regarding wombat holes either walking, riding a horse, side by side, 
motorcycle ,tractor, truck. Personally having had an ankle operation and 3 month on crutches 
after such an incident at only 30/kph from a motorcycle.

1)

Income loss due to injury.     2)
Increased workers compensation cost after claim.3)
Damage to infostructure essentials services, stock watering points, buildings, power 
poles(Bush Fire), water pipes both stock and domestic . _ More detail the damage is to the 
pipes and the type of pipes that are sustaining damage

4)

Stock management stock accessing areas/paddocks through holes in or through wombat holes 
leading to additional economic loss.

5)

Animal welfare livestock becoming trapped in wombats holes leading to a slow inhumane 
death. This extents to family pets and the emotional and mental heath related to grieving the 
loss. - More detail, what type of livestock and how frequently does this occur

6)

Bio security hazard , land managers unable to fully contain stock on the farm. Lice, foot rot 
etc. - Is this animals damaging fencing and preventing stock from being contained - clarify

7)

Public Safety along riparian zone.8)
Trespass by members of the public rescuing/treating mangey wombats.9)
Massive erosion events triggered by wombat burrowings. 10)
A lack of co-operation, unwillingness and accountability to land holders with in ACT Govt. 
when land managers are repairing environmental destruction created by wombats.

11)

Obstructive and burdensome legislation by government hampering correct , humane and 
environmentally sound outcomes to secure a correct outcome reflecting the community’s 
expectations and standards.

12)

If wombat numbers are allow to keep increasing at their current population growth rate, parts 
of ACT’s rural lands will have marginal ability to be farmed, due to disruption of farming 
practices.

13)

a) Erosion - With 4 to 6 burrows per wombat, and their preference for digging in and around 
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creek lines, they directly cause enormous damage to waterways. The thousands of hours and 
dollars spent in erosion control measures on farms is frequently undone by wombats, with 
direct consequences for the health of rivers and riparian ecosystems, not to mention the 
impacts to farm productivity.
b) Management – It is farmers and their livestock that unfairly cop the blame for ‘bad land 
management’, however farmers are not allowed to euthanise sick (mangey) wombats on their 
own properties or prevent erosion caused by wombats. Through our Land Management 
Agreements we are obligated to conserve nature, but in the case of wombats and the damage 
they cause we are prevented from doing so by the current regulatory environment.
c) Legislation / regulation – as a protected native animal the current rule to call a ranger to 
euthanise a sick wombat is unworkable and is inhumane. Culling of kangaroos is permitted (as 
necessary and within boundaries) and wombats should be able to be similarly managed.
d) Health and liability – OH&S and legal liability issues are part of farming and it is statistically a 
dangerous occupation, however having wombat burrows makes it so much worse. In other 
occupations there is responsibility for maintaining a safe workplace, but we are prevented 
from doing this for ourselves, our children and livestock.

There is a need for greater sharing of knowledge about the distribution and abundance of 
wombats today, plus their historic occurrence and population levels. This, along with local 
Aboriginal cultural values and what is a sustainable number for the landscape in any given 
location, may need further research. But the precautionary principle should be applied - a lack 
of knowledge not stopping necessary action. I understand that some survey work is being 
undertaken in a couple of locations and I look forward to hearing the findings. 

Put in contact with 
Road kill data on wombats
Send monitoring report 

1st August meeting with 
Has spoken to , she will send data end of August-
Policy and legislation for all states, including how it has changed over time-
Numbers of wombats licenced to be culled has reduced in NSW and Tassie over recent years -
public pressure

-

Notes but not writing on what does and doesn’t work-
Reviewed AVPMA regulations 

One  works under has expired (website out of date)○
-
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