
www.act.gov.au/wastesorted

Recycling  
How does it work?

      

MATERIALS RECOVERY 
FACILITY (MRF)

MRF

Buy it back!
Ready to be

RECYCLED again

PAPER &
CARDBOARD

pulped

PET

HDPE

Sand

Aluminium

Steel

BALES

PLASTIC
pelletised

ALUMINIUM
& STEEL
smelted

Recycling is
collected
from ACT

households
via trucks

Trucks in
the ACT deliver

around 2,340
tonnes a month
to the MRF to

be baled

Bales are 
transferred 
interstate for 

sorting

Any items 
not suitable for 
recycling will be 

taken to other areas 
such as the landfill 

or hazardous 
waste disposal.

INTERSTATE

Glass is

crushed to

sand at the

MRF for use in 

local markets

Once 
sorted, baled

material
is sold on for
processing

Staff & 

machinery 

sort & separate

glass, plastics, 

metals, paper 

& cardboard

Everytime you buy a product made with recycled materials, it increase the value of the materials we recycle.

New
products are
manufactured

and 
produced

By recycling we ensure the 

materials that are recycled 

are ready to be used over 

and over again.




