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Inquiry into referred 2019–20 Annual and Financial Reports and Budget Estimates 2020-21 
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE  

 

 
Asked by Ms Kikkert:  
 
Ref: Budget paper H, Table 18: 2020-21 TCCS Directorate Infrastructure Program, subheading “Capital 
Works Program” line item “Road safety improvements (ACT Contribution)”, line item “Road safety 
improvements (Commonwealth Contribution)”, p43-44 
 
In relation to:  On-street parking spaces in Lawson 

 

1. In November 2020, I received from a resident a copy of an email sent by Roads ACT that 
stated that they would be “arranging an investigation and design study for additional 
indented parking spaces in Lawson”.  This was after being informed by the Minister in 
September 2020 in a response to a representation that TCCS had determined that “due to 
existing road widths and layout … it is not possible to identify any additional on-street 
parking spaces”.  Can the discrepancy in these communications be explained?  Which one is 
the most accurate? 

 

2. If the study referenced in an email from TCCS is happening, has this study commenced? 
a. If the study has commenced, when will the study conclude? 
b. If the study has not commenced, when will it commence and when will it conclude? 
c. If the study has concluded, what were the findings of the study and can the Minister 

provide the report on the study? 
 

3. Regarding the above line item, is there any funding in this year’s budget for the construction 
of on-street parking spaces in Lawson? 

a. If so, how much is being funded and how many on-street parking spaces will be 
created? 
 

Chris Steel MLA:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  
 

1. The discrepancy appears to be due to a misunderstanding. The width of the road would 
not permit angled parking to be provided within the existing carriageway. Widening the 
carriageway to provide additional parking spaces is an option that is being investigated 
further.  However, this option will require capital funding to design and construct.    

 

2. a.) b.) Transport Canberra and City Services has undertaken initial investigations to 
determine if indented parking may be feasible. Several locations have been 
identified. However, further work to provide a preliminary design and cost is yet 
to be undertaken. 
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c.) TCCS intends to commission a study to provide a preliminary design for indented 
parking and costing. This is planned to be undertaken in April 2021 with options 
expected to be available June 2021 and is funded via the Minor New Work 
program.  

 

3. Once a design and costing has been completed consideration will be given to how these 
parking spaces can be funded.  

 
 
 

 

 
Approved for circulation to the Standing Committee on Planning, Transport, and City Services 
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By the Minister for Transport and City Services, Chris Steel MLA 
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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference 21-089 
 
I refer to your application for access to government information received by 
Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) on 27 August 2021 under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2016 (FOI Act). It is my understanding that you are seeking 
access to the following government information: 
 

1. the design report and associated costing for new parking in the Canberra suburb 
of Lawson that was mentioned by Minister Chris Steel in his response to Question 
on Notice no. 99 from the inquiry into referred 2019—20 annual and financial 
reports and budget estimates 2020-21; and 

2. if it is different in any way to the above, the study of parking supply and 
demand in Lawson that was mentioned by Minister Chris Steel in his 
response to Question on Notice no. 393 from questions on notice paper 
no. 07 (6 August 2021). 

 
Timeframes 
A decision is due on your application by 27 September 2021. 
 
Authority 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General under section 18 of the 
Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the FOI Act. 
 
Decision on access 
A search of TCCS records to identify information relevant to your application have been 
completed. The search identified four records (40 pages) within the scope of your access 
application, being a report and three attachments. 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to draw attention to the current status of this report. As 
marked within the report, it is an initial draft. At this time, the report is under internal 
review, has not been endorsed by TCCS, and may be edited further before reaching final 
publication.  
 
In reviewing the information within these documents, I have decided to provide: 
• full access to one record; and  
• partial access to three records.  
 
  



 

TCCS.FOI@act.gov.au  |  phone: (02) 620 72987  |  www.act.gov.au   
 

Page 2 of 3 

 

I have refused access under section 35(1)(c) of the FOI Act to some of the information 
that you have requested as it is contrary to the public interest to release. My access 
decision is detailed further in the following statement of reasons below. The records are 
enclosed at Attachment B with deletions applied to information that is contrary to the 
public interest. 
 
Statement of Reasons 
In making my decision on disclosing government information, I must identify all 
relevant factors in schedule 2 of the FOI Act and determine, on balance, where the 
public interest lies. In reaching my access decision, I have considered the FOI Act in 
general which favours disclosure of information unless it is found to be contrary to 
the public interest. I have also identified the following factors as relevant to the 
information identified as in scope of your request: 
 

Factors favouring disclosure (Schedule 2.1) 
• Section 2.1 (a)(i) - promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance 

the government’s accountability;  
• Section 2.1 (a)(iv) - ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public 

funds; and 
• Section 2.1 (a)(viii) reveal the reason for a government decision and any 

background or contextual information that informed the decision. 
 

Factors favouring non-disclosure (Schedule 2.2)  
• Section 2.2 (a)(ii) – prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy 

or any other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 
 

I find that it is in the public interest to release most of this information. However, I 
have found some information within the relevant documents to be contrary to the 
public interest to disclose. 
 
Information relating to privacy 
In reviewing the information in scope of your application, the personal information of 
third parties was identified, including names and employment position of these 
parties. Deletions have been applied to information where it would prejudice the 
protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other right under the Human 
Rights Act 2004.  
 
Factors in favour of release can still be met while protecting the personal information 
of these individuals. The protection of this information outweighs disclosure in this 
instance.  
 
Charges 
Pursuant to Freedom of Information (Fees) Determination 2018 processing charges are 
not applicable to this application as the total number of pages to be disclosed are within 
the fee-free threshold (50 pages).  
 
  


























































































