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From: CED, FOI
To: CMTEDD FOI
Cc: Ahmed, Toma; Hughes, Melinda; Aloisi, Angelina
Subject: RE: FOI Transfer: Budget Estimate QTONs and QONs draft and amendments
Date: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 4:02:00 PM

Good afternoon Katharine,
 
Thank you for providing CED with a copy of the below application, and the work CMTEDD has
done to clarify the scope. We have reviewed the report and agree that it is likely CED will hold
relevant information. We accept partial transfer of this application.
 
Kind regards,
 
Sam
Samantha Irons | Director  | Information Access
Phone: 02 6207 9242  | Email: Samantha.Irons@act.gov.au
Procurement, Legal and Information Access (PLIA) | City and Environment Directorate | ACT
Government
480 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson 2602 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au

PLIA value your right to disconnect and do not expect you to respond to contact outside of your ordinary working pattern unless it is
an emergency, or contact is a recognised part of your role and responsibilities.

 
 
 
From: CMTEDD FOI <CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 11:28 AM
To: CED, FOI <CEDFOI@act.gov.au>; HCSD, FOI <HCSDFOI@act.gov.au>; JACS FOI
<JACSFOI@act.gov.au>; iCBR FOI <iCBR.FOI@act.gov.au>; EDU, FOI <EducationFOI@act.gov.au>;
ARCG (CITEDU) <ARCG@citeduau.mail.onmicrosoft.com>
Cc: CMTEDD FOI <CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au>; Callow, Lauren <Lauren.Callow@act.gov.au>;
Duong, Lauren <Lauren.Duong@act.gov.au>
Subject: FOI Transfer: Budget Estimate QTONs and QONs draft and amendments

 

OFFICIAL

 
Good morning
 
As discussed on Monday, CMTEDD received an FOI access application from  for
QTONs and QON drafts and amendments from the recent budget estimates hearings.
We have confirmed scope with the applicant that they are seeking only final drafts, i.e. those that
went from the directorate to the Minister/s Office/s, and amendments or revisions made by the
Minister/s Office/s. Applicant details and scope is below.
 
Attached is a report of questions received.

This report includes all the titles of questions. Where there is no Minister listed as



answering, this means it was a question for an independent statutory authority and some
of the question titles do specify who this was (i.e. Electoral Commission, CIT).
It might be useful to refer to the Estimates Committee Hearing Schedule here which sets
out every Minister and statutory authority/board who appeared before the Committee.
Every directorate will have appeared alongside their respective Ministers for their outputs.  

 
Those directorates responsible for Independent Authorities, please check the schedule and
attached report and provide this request to any authorities that your directorate may look after.
 

Title:

First Name:

Last Name:

Business/Organisation:

Address:

Suburb: Canberra

Postcode: 2601

State/Territory: ACT

Phone/mobile:

Email address:

 
Scope of Request
Documents created between the first day of the 2025-26 Budget Estimates hearings and the date
this application is processed:

1. The final draft version of answers to questions on notice and questions taken
on notice concerning any ACT Public Service Directorate from the 2025-26
Legislative Assembly Budget Estimates hearings that were provided to any
ACT Minister's office for review, comment, or approval.

2. All correspondence and advice between any staff member of any ACT Public
Service Directorate and any Minister or member of a Minister’s office staff
where they have requested amendments, alterations, or proposed
changes to the draft answers identified in Part 1. In relation to this point, you
are [the applicant is] seeking any request for amendment from the Minister
and/or their staff.

 
Please advise if you accept transfer of this request under section 58(2)(a) of the Freedom of
Information Act 2016.
 
Katharine
 
Coordinator | Freedom of Information Team
Ph: 6207 7754 | Email: CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au
Corporate | Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate |
ACT Government



Level 5, 220 London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 |
act.gov.au
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Decision on access 

A search for CED records has been completed and 162 records within the scope of your 
application have been identified. The records are listed in the schedule at Attachment A. 

I have decided to: 

• grant full access to 145 records. 

• grant partial access to 17 records. 

The reasons for my decision are detailed in the statement of reasons section below. Please 
note that some information has also been redacted as it falls outside of the scope of your 
application. The records being released to you are provided at Attachment B with redactions 
applied to any information contrary to the public interest to release.  

Statement of reasons  

The FOI Act has a pro-disclosure bias, which requires information to be disclosed unless 
doing so would be contrary to the public interest. As an Information Officer, I am responsible 
for determining whether disclosure of the information within the scope of your application 
would be contrary to the public interest. 

My assessment begins with Schedule 1 of the FOI Act, which outlines categories of 
information that are taken to be contrary to the public interest to disclose. If the information 
does not fall within any of these categories, I must then apply the public interest test under 
section 17 of the FOI Act. This test involves weighing the factors favouring disclosure against 
those favouring nondisclosure, as set out in Schedule 2. 

In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the FOI Act 

• the information that falls within the scope of your application 

• the Human Rights Act 2004 

• the ACT Ombudsman FOI Guidelines 
I confirm that I have not considered any of the factors listed in section 17(2) of the FOI Act, 
which outlines a list of considerations that must not be taken into account when applying the 
public interest test. 
Schedule 1 – Information taken to be contrary to the public interest 

• Section 1.6 - Cabinet Information. 
In my review, I identified some information in records 118, 119, 127 and 128 to contain 
information which contains an information relating to a cabinet deliberation, which if disclosed 
would reveal the details of a deliberation of Cabinet. This information is not purely factual. As 
such, I have found schedule 1, section 1.6 applies, in which disclosure is deemed to be 
contrary to the public interest to disclose. As this factor only applies to part of the information 
within these records, I have considered the public interest in disclosing remaining information 
under the public interest test, which is detailed below.  
Schedule 2 – Public interest test  
Factors favouring disclosure (Schedule 2.1) 

• Section 2.1(a)(i) - promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the 
government’s accountability.  
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• Section 2.1(a)(ii) - contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or 
matters of public interest.  

• Section 2.1(a)(iv) - ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds 

The 2025-26 Legislative Assembly Budget Estimates hearings enable open discussion of 
public affairs and enhance the government’s accountability through the scrutiny of  
government spending and agency performance to ensure accountability. By extension, the 
drafting of answers to Questions on Notice (QON) and Questions Taken on Notice (QTONs) 
contain information relating to subjects where further detail is sought on important issues to 
inform debate. In making my decision, I have also considered that a significant amount of the 
information sought is publicly available on the ACT Legislative Assembly website in the form 
of final signed answers, and the advancement of public interest lies with the disclosure of 
additional government information contained within the drafts and relevant correspondence. I 
have attributed moderate weight to these factors.  
Factors favouring nondisclosure (Schedule 2.2)  

• Section 2.2(a)(ii) - prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any 
other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

• Section 2.2(a)(xvi) - prejudice a deliberative process of government.   

In reviewing the information in scope of your application, the personal information of CED 
and the staff of Ministerial Offices was identified. This information includes mobile numbers 
of CED and Ministerial Office staff, which are either personal phone numbers or provided by 
to staff for a specific reason. Where the number is provided for work purposes, the use of the 
is for agreed purposes only, with limitations on calls outside of business hours. Disclosure of 
these contact numbers is likely to prejudice the personal privacy of employees and their right 
to disconnect. As such, I find that the disclosure of this information would prejudice their right 
to privacy under the Humans Rights Act 2004 and find that the protection of an individual’s 
right to privacy carries significant weight.  

I have also identified information within records 145, 146, 147, 148, 154 and 155 as 
containing some information which relates to a current government deliberative process. The 
information relates to a current procurement process, and the disclosure of the information at 
this time is likely to prejudice the process. I find that potential harm to the process carries 
significant weight.  

Balancing the factors 

As detailed above, I have attributed moderate weight to the factors favouring disclosure and 
in limited instances identified information which is personal information or information relating 
to a current government deliberative process. In balancing the factors, I find that the 
disclosure of the information which is personal information or information relating to a current 
government deliberative process is, on balance, contrary to the public interest. 

Consistent with the pro-disclosure intent of the FOI Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the 
information that is contrary to the public interest ensures compliance with the FOI Act while 
still providing access to the majority of the information held by CED within the scope of your 
application. 
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Charges 

Processing changes are not applicable for this application because the fee has been waived 
in accorance with section 107 of the FOI Act. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the FOI Act, CED maintains a disclosure log, which is a public record of 
access applications and decisions. Your original access application and my decision will be 
published on the CED disclosure log. Your personal contact details will not be published. 

ACT Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access application is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 
of the FOI Act. You have the right to seek ACT Ombudsman review of this outcome under 
section 73 of the FOI Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to 
you, or a longer period allowed by the ACT Ombudsman. If you wish to request a review of 
my decision, you may write to the ACT Ombudsman at: 

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the FOI Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an 
Ombudsman review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. 
Further information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal  
GPO Box 370  
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
https://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

Please contact the CED Information Access team if you have any queries in relation to your 
application via 6207 2987 or CEDFOI@act.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

Lisa Johnson 
Information Officer 
City and Environment Directorate 
4 December 2025 

 
























