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The following information is provided pursuant to section 28 of the Freedom of
Information Act 2016.

FOI reference: TCCSFOI 2018-062

Information to be published Status

1. Access application Published

2. Decision notice Published

3. Documents Not published

4, Additional information identified No

5. Fees h/a

6. Processing time (in working days) 21 days (extension
granted)

7. Decision made by Ombudsman n/a

8. Additional information identified by Ombudsman n/a

9. Decision made by ACAT n/a

10. Additional information bidentiﬂed by ACAT n/a
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From: EPSDFOI

Sent: Thursday, 19 July 2018 12:39 PM

To: TCCS_FreedomOfinformation

Cc: EPSDFOI

Subject: FW: FOI Request - tree assessment [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
HI TCCS

The below FOI is for you, do you accept a transfer?

Information and Systems Support (Freedom of Information) Phone 02 6207 1941 Information Management |
Environment, Planning and Sustalnable Development | ACT Government Dame Pattie Menzles House, Challis Street,
,\Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.environment.act.gov.au

}

From: I - o [

Sent; Thursday, 19 July 2018 10:44 AM
To: EPSDFOI <EPSDFOl@act.gov.au>
Subject: FOl Request

HI

| lodge a Freedom of Information request for all documentation related to Australian Capital Territory (ACT)
Government assessment of ACT Government tree || GGG o< under ACT FOI Act 2016.

| seek all ACT internal policy guldance documents and assessment forms provided to an ACT Government
employees and processes used when an ACT Government employee assesses a tree for removal or other. This
Bncludes legislation, policy and process documents assoclated with community appeals processes when a member of
" _lhe community rejects the judgement of a decision made against a particular tree, Where these documents afe
publicly avallable and relevant to this matter a working web link may be provided. Where documents are not
publicly available, e.g. internal documents, then these should be provided in full.

Documentation also Includes any correspondence between myself (the FOI applicant) and all relevant officers of the
ACT Government, including Ministry, in assessing whether or not the tree should be removed or otherwise. Any
internal documents, including information provided to relevant Ministers.

Documents include emalls, letters, internal and external briefs, telephone recordings, diary notes, telephone records
(notes), text messages, assessment forms, Indeed any form of record as prescribed under the Australian Capital
Territory Archlves Act,

Date range is 8 October 2004 through 1o 20 October 2018,

I am happy to discuss this reguest.




ACT

Government

Transport Canberra and
City Services

oeor [N

Freedom of information request: Reference 18-062

I refer to your application made under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (the Act),
which was received by Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate (TCCS) on
19 July 2018, in which you sought access to:
¢ all documentation related to ACT Government assessment of ACT Government
tree adjoining || | GGG :cifca!ly all ACT internal policy
guldance documents and assessment forms provided to an ACT Government

employees and processes used when an ACT Government employee assesses a

tree for removal or other,

o this includes legislation, policy and process documents associated with
community appeals processes when a member of the community rejects the
judgement of a decision made agalnst a particular tree;

o documentation also includes any correspondence between yourself (the FOI
applicant) and all relevant officers of the ACT Government, including
Ministry, in assessing whether or not the tree should be removed or
otherwise. Any internal documents, including information provided to
relevant Ministers;

o documents include emalls, letters, internal and external briefs, telephone
recordings, diary notes, telephone records (notes), text messages,
assessment forms, indeed any form of record prescribed under the
Australian Capital Tertitory Archives Act.

o as established, the date range is 8 October 2004 through to 20 July 2018.

I am an Informatlon Officer appointed by the Director-General under section 18 of the
Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act

TCCS is required to provide a decision on your access application by 16 August 2018,
however, | note you agreed to an extension until 23 August 2018.

Decision on access

Searches were completed for relevant documents and 45 documents (218 pages) have
been identified that fall within the scope of your request,

| have included at Attachment A to this decision the schedule of the 45 identified

documents. This schedule provides a description of each document that falls within the
scope of your request and the access decision for each of these documents.

GPO Box 158 Canbetra ACT 2601 | phone: 132281 | www.act.gov.au




Documents Identified as relevant to your request contain information that | consider to
be, on balance, contrary to the public interest to disclose under the test set out in
section 17 of the Act.

| have decided to grant access, under section 50 of the Act, to copies of documents
(Attachment B) with deletions applied to informatlon that | consider would be contrary
to the public interest to disclose,

Statement of Reasons
In reaching my access decislon, | have taken the following into account:
e the Act; In particular
o Schedule 2, Section 2.2 {a)(ii) — Prejudice the Protection of an Individual’s
Right to Privacy,
e [nformation Privacy Act 2014;
e the content of the documents that fall within the scope your request.

Documents referenced 6 and 13 contains personal information about individuals,
including names and contact details, As a general rule an agency that holds personal
information about an individual that has been collected for a particular purpose must not
disclose the information to a third party without consent (Information Privacy Act 2014
(Territory Privacy Principle 6). Considering the type of information, | am satisfied that
the factors In favour of release can still be met while protecting the personal information
of the Individuals involved, therefore, | have decided to release the information with
deletions applied to information that | consider would be contrary to the public interest
to disclose,

Charges
I have decided not to charge fees for the release subject to this decislon as It relates to
a personal matter,

Online publishing — disclosure log

Under section 28 of the Act, TCCS malntains an online record of access applications
called a disclosure log. Your original access application and my decision will be published .
in the TCCS disclosure log from 3 days after the date of this decision. Your personal
details will not be published.

As this Information is not part of the Open Access Information Scheme, the documents
will not be published online. You may view TCCS' disclosure log at
www.tccs.act.gov.au/about-us/freedom of information.

Ombudsman review

My declsion on your access request is a reviewable decision under section 73 of the Act
within 20 working days from the day that my declision Is published in TCCS’ disclosure
log, or a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.




If you wish to request a review of my decislon you may write to the Ombudsman at:

The ACT Ombudsman
GPO Box 442
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Via email: actfol@ombudsman.gov.au

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review
Under sectlon 84 of the Act, if a declsion is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudstman
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision.

Further information may be obtained from ACAT at:

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Level 4, 1 Moore Street

GPO Box 370

CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740
www,acat.act.gov.au

If you have any questions concerning the directorate’s processing of your request, or
would like further information, please contact the directorate’s FO! Coordinator on
6205 5408 or emall tces.fol@act.gov.au,

Yours sincerely

R

Chérie Hughes
Information Officer

// August 2018
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