
 

 

 

 

Design Standards for 

Urban Infrastructure 
Plant Species for Urban Landscape Projects in Canberra 

Botanical Name: Pyrus calleryana ‘Red Spire’ (PYcr)   New species 
Common Name: Red Spire Callery Pear 

 Species Description 
• Deciduous 

• Medium sized tree with rounded pyramidal crown 

at maturity 

• Greyish-brown bark 

• Green leaves in summer and spectacular gold, 

red and plum-coloured autumn foliage 

• Clusters of white flowers in spring 

• Small pea-sized red-brown fruits 

Height and width 
10 metres tall by 7 metres wide 

Species origin 
China/Japan 

Landscape use 
• Available Soil Volume required: ≥15m3 

• Good for use where space is limited such as 

narrower streets, schools and urban shopping 

centres 

• Suitable for use in parks and home gardens 

Use considerations 
• Performs well in Canberra 

• High frost and drought tolerance 

• Suits most soils found in the ACT including acidic and alkaline soils, and tolerates 

water logged soils 

• Prefers full sun  

• Medium longevity 

• Fast growth rate 

• Low flammability 

• Suckering can be an inconvenience, although not serious if pruned off regularly 

• Produces a small amount of nectar 

Examples in Canberra 
Woden Green (Woden Town Centre re-development) 

Availability 
Commercially available 
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http://www.tams.act.gov.au/treeselector/glossary#_Toc338680243

