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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference 20-037 
 
I refer to your application made under the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (the 
Act), which was received by Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) on 26 May 
2020. It is my understanding that you are seeking access to information about a 
shared path in Weston park, specifically: 
 

a. When the Weston Park lake loop shared use pathway used for walking 
and cycling was last inspected prior to 3 May 2020, including the 
outcome/reports of any inspections; 

b. Details of maintenance repairs carried out on the Weston Park shared-
use pathway in the last 5 years; and 

c. Details of all incidents and complaints lodged in the last 5 years about 
hazards on the Weston Park. 

 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General under section 18 of 
the Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 
 
A decision is due on your application by 25 June 2020.  
 
Decision on access 
A search has been conducted to identify all records held by TCCS which relate to your 
request. From this search, seven records (totalling twelve pages) have been 
identified. 
 
In accordance with section 17 of the Act, I have considered the public interest in 
relation to information within these documents, and have decided to provide you 
with: 
 

• Partial access to two records; and 
• Full access to five records. 

 
I have refused access to information identified as contrary to the public interest, in 
accordance with section 35(1)(c) of the Act. My decision is detailed further in the 
following statement of reasons. 
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A schedule of these documents is at Attachment A and a copy of the records is at 
Attachment B. 
 
Statement of Reasons 
In reaching my decision, I have taken the following into account: 
 
Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest (Schedule 2.1) 

• Schedule 2.1(a)(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important 
issues or matters of public interest;  

• Schedule 2.1(a)(iii) inform the community of the government’s operations, 
including the policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed by the 
government in its dealings with members of the community;  

• Schedule 2.1(a)(iv) ensure effective oversight of expenditure of public funds. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure (Schedule 2.2)  

• Schedule 2.2 (a)(ii) – prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to 
privacy or any other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

 
I have considered the public interest in relation to information on the state of 
maintenance of a footpath and have found that this information is in the public 
interest to disclose. However, one document contains information which has been 
identified as personal information.  
 
Personal information means information or an opinion whether true or not about an 
individual whose identity is apparent or can be ascertained from the information or 
opinion. The Information Privacy Act 2014 prescribes the way in which government 
collects, uses, shares and stores this information.  
 
In this instance I have found that the protection of personal information holds 
significant weight and is paramount. In reviewing your request, I am confident that it 
can be satisfied while protecting the information of third parties. As such, I have 
decided to provide you with a copy for the seven records, with deletions applied to 
information which is contrary to the public interest to disclose.  
 
Charges 
No fee applies as the number of pages you are being provided access to is within the 
fee-free threshold. 
 
Disclosure Log 
In accordance with section 28 of the Act, TCCS maintains an online record of access 
applications called a disclosure log, which is accessible at 
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/about-us/freedom of information/disclosure-
log. 
 
Your access application, this notice of decision and records released to you will be 
published on the disclosure log within 3 – 10 working days from the date of this 
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Roads ACT FOI DOCS SUMMARY for Doc Title : '%weston park%' 

Doc Id Unique 
Enquirer 
Count

Defect Id Doc Title Class Enquiry 
Type

Complaint 
Priority

Description Complaint Location Responsibility 
Of

Action Incident Date Completion 
Date

890886 1 YARRALUMLA, , 
YARRALUMLA:  WESTON 
PARK  ROAD.

PATH DMG Medium Caller was exiting the toilet block near the Yarralumla Nursery and slipped on the 
footpath and broke her ankle. She said it was the footpath that goes to the nursery 
from the toilet block.

She is seeking compensation to pay her medical bills and wants the footpath fixed 
because apparently it is very slippery and she has seen other people fall there.

Yarralumla:  Weston Park  
Road.

ASSETMAINT
ENANCE

yarralumla nursey land, referred to Chris 
ware
//
12/02/2015  Chris has referred this matter 
back to 

2/02/15

894318 1 53601 WESTON, , WESTON 
PARK ROAD, WESTON

PATH DMG Medium Pathway that runs from the nursery west bound towards the Governer Generals 
house - in the section approximately 100 to 150metres metres west of the two 
ponds at the bottom of Yarralumla Nursery.  The worst of the problem is on the 
lake side of the path rather than the Royal Canberra Golf Course side. This is 
becoming particularly dangerous for traffic heading east from the Government 
House to Yarralumla.

Weston Park Road, Weston DDOWNES defects raised 17/02/15 7/07/16

947952 1 YARRALUMLA, , 111-115 
WESTON PARK RD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH NEW Medium Each year the Canberra After Suicide Support Group conducts a remembrance 
ceremony at this seat. My daughter and I attended for the first time this year on 
November 21st. She is confined to a wheelchair for mobility and it was extremely 
difficult to gain access to the area around the seat. I think most elderly people 
would also find access precarious. There is no path to the seat. Access from the 
top path is steep and slippery, likewise from the bottom path. This is complicated 
further by the amount of bark, gumnuts, fallen branches and leaf litter surrounding 
the chair. Firstly, a path would be most appreciated. Secondly, a general cleanup 
of the area just prior to the ceremony would be very helpful. It looked to me that 
the area does get a cleanup occasionally and maybe it could be strategically 
timed. The ceremony is usually conducted on the Saturday before American 
Thanksgiving. I would really appreciate some consideration being given to my 
concerns. Thank you in anticipation of your response.

111-115 Weston Park Rd,
Yarralumla

SPDCAPITAL 22/6/15- YZ phoned complainant. 
Completed

8/12/15 23/06/16

965214 1 60576 083963, , 111 WESTON 
PARK RD, YARRALUMLA

PATH DMG Medium Hazard on the shared path in Weston Park, Yarralumla
There is a large bump in the shared path that goes round Weston Park. It is 
located just beside the park gate.   It appears to be caused by a tree root.   It is 
large enough to be a hazard to cyclists and walkers.
Please could it be levelled out?

111 Weston Park Rd, 
Yarralumla

MROOTSEY 2/03/16 24/01/17

965214 1 60578 083963, , 111 WESTON 
PARK RD, YARRALUMLA

PATH DMG Medium Hazard on the shared path in Weston Park, Yarralumla
There is a large bump in the shared path that goes round Weston Park. It is 
located just beside the park gate.   It appears to be caused by a tree root.   It is 
large enough to be a hazard to cyclists and walkers.
Please could it be levelled out?

111 Weston Park Rd, 
Yarralumla

MROOTSEY 2/03/16 24/01/17

1007640 1 YARRALUMLA, , 115 
WESTON PARK RD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH BGLS PCL - 
Broken 
Glass - 3 
Days

Adjacent to the picnic area on the east side of the park, about 200 metres north of 
the park gate  There was also broken glass on the cycle path nearby.

115 Weston Park Rd, 
Yarralumla

HORT nothing found, scott 12/12/16 23/12/16
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Action Incident Date Completion 
Date

1021666 1 YARRALUMLA, , 
WESTON PARK, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH NEW Medium There is a section of pathway 'missing' (never constructed) at Weston park. The 
missing section is a 10m gap between an existing pathway. The gap is filled with 
orange scorria gravel which makes it difficult and uneven footing when 
walking/riding or pushing a pram along the pathway - onto scorria - then back onto 
pathway. Can the pathway please be joined. (NW of Pescott Ln)

Weston Park, Yarralumla SPDCAPITAL 1/05/17

1022526 1 YARRALUMLA, , 111 
WESTON PARK RD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH DEF Medium I have noticed for several months that water from the drinking fountain adjacent to 
the path is leaking across the bike path around Lake Burley-Griffin where it passes 
the Yarralumla Nursery. The drinking fountain is cracked around its base, as can 
be seen clearly in the attached photo. Now that overnight temperatures are falling 
below zero, this presents a danger early in the morning if the water across the 
path has turned to ice. **Job has been raised with HORT to fix drinking fountain** 
Image attached to file.

111 Weston Park Rd, 
Yarralumla

ASSETMAINT
ENANCE

on inspection no leaking found, path dry 11/05/17 16/05/17

1038693 1 YARRALUMLA, , 
WESTON PARK, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH LITT Medium The shared path along the western side of Weston Park (Lake Burley Griffin) is 
covered in loose gravel and uneven surfaces. Dangerous for cyclists. Can it be 
please be cleaned, or better sealed like all other cycle tracks?

Weston Park, 
YARRALUMLA

HORT reassigned to parks pres team 22-11 16/11/17 17/01/19

1048204 2 73843 YARRALUMLA, , 
WESTON PARK ROAD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH DMG Medium Centre post on bike path has been removed anchor bolts exposed and dangerous. 
Images attached.

Weston Park Road, 
Yarralumla

MROOTSEY 15/02/18 22/05/18

1050370 1 YARRALUMLA, , 111 
WESTON PARK RD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH DMG Medium Hello, My name is  And I have a 
query about a bridge / footpath in between two water holding ponds that we extract 
water from. Attached is a map showing the location and another picture showing 
the problem. The problem been erosion is starting to leave a dip or hole next to the 
bike path which is getting worse. So looking for information on how I can go about 
to get this fixed, if there's a process I have to follow.

Only because this is next to a path I thought I better check before I organised any 
works in the area.

111 Weston Park Rd, 
Yarralumla

ASSETMAINT
ENANCE

sspoke to 7/3/18, he avised 
that they had caused the embankment 
errosion when accessing tjhe transfer 
valve, I suggesthed that they fix the 
problem and seek a engineering solution , 
also to check with place management as 
they own the dirt , cycleway is unaffected , 
also advised to make site safe with 
fencing, Dean

5/03/18 7/03/18

1064726 1 YARRALUMLA, , SHARED 
TRACK DOWN 
WESTERN SIDE OF 
WESTON PARK,

PATH LITT Medium   This is a gravel track, currently covered in loose gravel washed down by rain. It 
needs cleaning. Dangerous for cyclists since wheels get stuck. Better still, tar seal 
it like all the other shared tracks! 
Verify Email Address: 
  xxxxxxxxxxx@anu.edu.au

Shared track down western 
side of Weston Park, 
Yarralumla

HORT Re-assigned to parks presentation 8/12/18 1/02/19
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1067303 1 YARRALUMLA, , 
WESTON PARK RD, 
YARRALUMLA

PATH TMSF Medium My husband and I have been wa king around Canberra and the ACT for over 40 
years.  We are finding it increasing less pleasant both around the lake and along 
the river because of the aggresive behaviour  of many bike riders.  We are 75 and 
80 years of age and certainly not as agile as we were 40 years ago.  Seldom do 
bike riders give way to us and there are often near collisions because my husband 
is legally blind and doesn't see them coming - they of course assume that he can 
see and shout when he doesn't move. A favourite walk of ours is the loop in 
Weston Park from the nursery down to the  lake and back. This is not a commuter 
route for bikes and I therefore request that this path should be made a walking 
only path (obviously toddlers on bikes would be most welcome). It would be good 
to have a community discussion about these shared paths in general as we are 
not alone in our concerns.

Weston Park Rd, Yarralumla IAMS Please refer this enquiry to the Better 
Suburbs Team (sue Marriage).

31/01/19
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