
Assessment framework and guiding principles for allocation of the Companion Animal Care Grant Initiative 2025-2026
Companion Animal Care Grant
The Companion Animal Care Grant (the Fund) was established in June 2024 to fund projects and initiatives related to supporting existing not for profit animal rescue and rehoming organisations in the animal welfare work they do in the ACT community. The program enables the Canberra community to apply for assistance to support works and can be used to improve the services provided to the ACT animal community. 
The Fund is open to entities that either sells or boards an animal for an animal welfare or benevolent purpose. This must not be a pet business as defined under Section 24E of the Animal Welfare Act 1992 (the Act). Applications made by registered charities and not-for-profit groups with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC), will be prioritised over those not registered as a charity or not-for-profit organisation or group. 
This grant is financed by City and Environment Directorate (CED) internal funding.
Animal Welfare Authority
The Animal Welfare Authority within CED is the Government’s lead agency for animal welfare and the Animal Welfare Act 1992 Act (the AW Act), which regulates offences such as animal cruelty. The AW Act has a range of enforcement powers to promote and monitor acceptable standards of care and protect animals from cruelty or welfare offences. 
The Executive Group Manager, Territory and Business Services is the appointed Animal Welfare Authority (the Authority) for the ACT. 
The role of the Animal Welfare Authority is to provide advice and recommendations to the Deputy Director-General (DDG) within TCCS about the application of the Fund including grant approvals. The DDG will be responsible for determining grant approvals under this Fund as the DDG holds the appropriate delegation.
Purpose of these guidelines
This guideline sets out a high-level framework and guiding principles to assist the assessment panel and Animal Welfare Authority in reviewing grant applications. This assessment framework and guiding principles are to be used as the basis for making recommendations about grant applications and the allocation of monies from the Fund. 
Timeline and Approvals
The 2025-2026 fund will be open to applicants for 4 weeks. The Animal Welfare Authority may use their discretion to consider late applications on merit.  The grant funding will be required to be used and acquitted within the 2025-2026 financial year. 
 Applicants will be notified within 6 weeks of the closing date of the status of their application.  Details and application information can be found at Home - ACT Government Grants.
Senior staff from Territory Business Services will form the assessment panel and provide advice on all grant applications received to the Animal Welfare Authority for consideration, prior to grant recommendations being presented to the Deputy Director-General for agreement. 
High level assessment framework 
The Animal Welfare Authority will assess all funding proposals (both grant applications and other funding proposals) in accordance with the below assessment framework and guiding principles. 
	
The proposal is consistent with the purpose of the Companion Animal Care Grant (See note 1)    Yes



	
The proposal falls under one of the current strategic priority areas agreed to by the Animal Welfare Authority (See note 2)    Yes



	
The proposal will contribute to companion animal welfare within the ACT.    Yes



	    Yes

The proposal provides value for money (See note 3) for the ACT Government.


	
Consider funding




Note 1: The Fund is to be used to provide funding to:
· [bookmark: _Hlk170311716]Assist in the rehabilitation and rehoming of rescue companion animals;
· Assist in the purchase of equipment such as bedding, enrichment toys, crates and leads for the organisation;
· Upgrade or expansion of rehoming and welfare services for companion animals;
· Veterinary treatment, including desexing, microchipping, vaccinations and any other medical treatments;
· Provision of services to deliver training or rehabilitation for a dog or cat;
· Support the reasonable repair, maintenance and capital works upgrade and/or build new animal care facilities; and/or
· Support the reasonable operating expenses directly associated with the provision of animal care and rehoming services (such as purchase of food and medication) but excluding workforce payments such as salaries and wages.
Note 2: In recommending projects for funding, the Authority will be guided by the principles in the Act with specific consideration to the Objects of the Act, namely:
1) Promoting and protecting the welfare of animals.
2) Providing for the proper and humane care, management and treatment of animals.
3) Deterring and preventing animal cruelty and the abuse and neglect of animals. 
4) Enforcing laws and the matters mentioned in the main objects of the Act; (4A)
(a) Animals are sentient beings that are able to subjectively feel and perceive the world around them; 
(b) Animals have intrinsic value and deserve to be treated with compassion and have a quality of life that      reflects their intrinsic value; and
 (c) People have a duty to care for the physical and mental welfare of animals
Note 3: Value for money can be assessed based on the links between proposed outcomes or proposed deliverables, benefit to the community and the amount of funding sought.
Guiding principles
The Animal Welfare Authority will consider the below guiding principles for all funding proposals which meet the high-level assessment framework.
1) The purpose of the Companion Animal Care Grant is to fund programs and initiatives which will improve or contribute to improving, animal welfare in the ACT.
2) Grants are not to be awarded for the purpose of providing working capital to support business as usual for organisations (including meeting the costs of salaries of employees). Funds may be granted for engagement of a staff member or contracting of a person (e.g. researcher) undertaking a specific and clearly defined project. 
3) All projects must be assessed in accordance with the high-level assessment framework
4) Grants will generally be for small to medium projects (up to a maximum value of $25,000).
5) Where competing efforts are identified (i.e. the applicant is seeking to undertake work which is being progressed by another organisation), the project should identify what substantial contribution will be made to the existing body of work.
Guiding principles funding proposals from ACT Government agencies
1) Funding may only be provided using any remaining balance of the Fund after the completion of the annual grants program. 
2) The application should clarify that the proposal cannot be undertaken within government resources. 
3) All projects must be assessed in accordance with the high-level assessment framework. Applications which do not meet this framework will not be considered for funding.
4) Where competing efforts are identified (i.e. the proposal relates to work which is being progressed by another organisation), the project should identify what substantial contribution will be made to the existing body of work.
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